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Suggestion for managing load during an electrical grid overload. 

My assumption is that smart meters can be selectively turned off when required (as when 
someone disconnects service). I understand cutting power to businesses can be quite impactful 
and institutions such as hospitals are typically exempt. But private residences can be 
selectively turned off. 

A program should be written that will turn off select meters when a portion of the grid is under 
stress. The program will turn off 1 out of 2, 3, 4, etc. residences depending on the level of 
stress on the grid. The residence can be given a warning of a 5 minute outage then 5 minutes 
on to prepare for a subsequent outage that will last an hour. If the grid is still stressed at the 
end of the hour, the program will rotate to the next set of addresses within the area and repeat 
the process. 

Residences can easily withstand an hour outage without much impact to the temperature in the 
house. Of course, the parameters (off/on warning, outage duration) can be adjustible. Such an 
approach may relieve the stress on the grid and eliminate a cascading outage. 
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